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Ths garden clubs ol Ouibury and Anggn. Franca tnloyed vis
its lo a number ol locations. Including Newport, Sandwich and
Martha's Vineyard.

Garden Club Welcomes

French Visitors
Uy KKI.I.V CI.AKK

On June 17. member* of

liic Duxbury Garden Club

extended Ihcir hands and their

green thumbs lo welcome vis-

iling guests from ihcir .titter

tlub in Angers Trance.

Since 2(101. lite Duthury

l-'roe Library lu.< been affitial-

c<i willi Ihc Engliih-spcaking

library in Anger* under Ilic

direction of I'liocbc Marshall-

Kaimbcau. After the seed for a

sister garden club was plant

ed, plans began fur an

exchange program thai would

connect Ihc two groups and in

June 2005. Duxhury Garden

Club member* (lew to Trance.

Ouxbury Garden Club

member Lois Jenner said.

'The only thing that occurred

lo me was an exchange pro

gram as a possibility in the

future." She laid in a mailer

of months, Garden Club

members were getting on a

plane on their way lo Angers.

A year liter, members

from Angers made Ihcir way

to Massachusetts where they

were met wiih a busy itiner

ary. Included an the list of

dcsiinations were Ihc secret

gardens in Newport. Ihc

Heritage Planuiion in

Sandwich, a lour of Historic

Duibury and the King Caesar

House and the Edgartown

gardens in Martha's Vineyard.

Angers Garden Club mem

ber Jcanie Maisonnave laid

she enjoyed the varied sched

ule that Ihc Ouxbury Garden

Club created for its French

gueils. "II 's not junt a ques

tion of visiting a place." she

said. "It's also a question of

meeting people and making
friends."

Maryvonne Martin, anoth

er member of Ihc garden club

in Angers, also enjoyed the

sites, especially Ihosc in

Ncwpurl. She said the

Vandcrbuili mansion "looks

like one of our castles in

France."

Maisonnave explained her

first experiences with garden

ing when j.'ic was living on a

Dutch barge off of the Seine.

She slancd planting a few

pott and planters on the deck

and as she laid. "That's how I

started gardening 20 years

ago"
Martin, in addition lo culti

vating a garden nude up of

moslly flowers, leaches a

course for refugees at Ihc

English-speaking library in

Angers un conversational

French. She explained that

courses like these arc part nf a

program subsidised by ihc

European community.

The Garden Club is very

active in town bcaulificalinn
and Ihcir work can he found 31

Ihc roundabout on Rt. 14. die

flag pole on Washington

Street. Town Hall, the Town

Green, the flag pole at Hall's

Corner and the flower

arrangements at the library

and the John Aldcn house.

Duibury member Sarah

McCormick explained that

since the Garden Club proj

ects are all volunteer work,

they have lo raise i lot of

money.

In contrast, Maisonnave

said that there isn't as much

volunteer work in France

toward town bcaulification

because it is subsidized by the

government. "We know

where our taxes go." she said.

Maisonnave continued to

say that then are often deco

rating compciitiuns between

towns and each luwn receives

a "flower rating," ranging

from one In three flowers. The

flower ratings arc much like

America's slar rating system

and signs with each town's

flower rating are posted at the

entrance of the towns.

"Beauty, dctign. an and

flowers are a priority in

France." Ouxbury member

Mary Jane Noel said.

McCormick said Ihc

Duxbury Garden Club has

also sponsored such decorat

ing competitions, including a

window box competition for

commercial businesses.

"Our guests had never

been to the US before."

Duxbury member Shelley

Bccby said. "One (French)

gentleman said his whole idea

of America had been alicrcd.

He could not get over our

openness, our friendliness,

how hard we work and gener

ally our hospitality.

"An awful lot of under

standing happens in a visit

like this," Dceby said.

McCormick believes il is

Ihc size of the program Dial

has made il to successful. "In

a mull exchange, you can do

something extraordinary." she

said. "Small is beautiful."


